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hillmen, fighting in a country well known to them, capable of
rapid movement and skilled at the speedy erection of formidable
stockades; while the British, whose troops were neither
equipped nor trained for mountain warfare, would have to
seek their foes in a region into which few white men had ever
penetrated, and of which almost all that was known was that the
difficulty of ensuring adequate transport and supply would be
unprecedented.
A force of 34,000 men was assembled for the campaign and
divided into four columns. Of these the two westernmost
under Ochterlony and Gillespie, the hero of Vellore and Java,
were to move north from their area of concentration between
the upper Ganges and the Sutlej against the flanks and rear of
the main Gurkha army, which was known to be on the left bank
of the latter river west of Simla ; a third from Benares was to
cut the enemy line of communications with Katmandu, their
capital, 100 miles west of that place, which wras simultaneously
to be attacked by the fourth column from Patna. This
ambitious scheme of operations broke down from the very start;
the two right-hand columns, timidly led, were sharply checked ;
Gillespie lost his life in an unsuccessful attack on a hill fort^near
Dehra Dun; and only Ochterlony, whose skilful operations
stand out all the more strongly by reason of the ineptitude of
his colleagues, pursued his advance against the Gurkha army,
which he at length, after six months' methodical operations,
brought to battle in a strong position at Malaon, and completely
defeated. This success redeemed all our other failures, and
Kumaon having meantime been overrun by another British
force, the Gurkhas were reduced to asking for terms, which,
however, on receiving they refused to accept. Accordingly
operations were renewed ; Ochterlony was placed in chief
command of an army of 20,000 men, and moved from Patna
direct on Katmandu; all the formidable enemy fortifications
were one by one turned and abandoned to the invaders, who
had reached a point within 30 miles of the capital when the
Gurkhas once more, and this time in earnest, sued for peace,
which was duly concluded in March 1816. By its terms the
British gained an area of valuable territory to the west and south
of Nepal, within which were to be situated the hill stations of
the Government and the army—and later acquired, what was
of still greater importance, the friendship of a gallant people
who have since furnished the Indian army with some of its best
regiments, and its most desirable recruits.
During the course of the Gurkha War another minor
campaign had been taken in hand at the opposite extremity of
India for the subjection of the native kingdom in the interior

